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DeLand Native Ms. Flora Finch, age 97,
visited the museum recently and donated
||[some rare photos of DelLand Naval Air
||Station during WWII. Flora worked as a
civilian secretary in the Ships Services
Department from 1944 through 1946. She
shared her recollections of working at the
base and living in DeLand with great detail.
7 |When the Navy Base closed after WWII, she
‘Ilwent on to attend Stetson University and
||became a CPA in DeLand. We enjoyed her
W |visit and look forward to seeing her again
~} ||soon. Her photos will become a permanent
{|part of the DNASM memorabilia collection.
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e ~ Rare View Inside VI Bulding I 1945°

Left to right: Tommy Boykin, Jeff Manry, Virgil Espey,
Ralph Macarelli, Irene Wade, Flora Finch, Frances Grey |
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1945: Flora Finch, Frances Shadburn Gray, Irene Wade (uniform fitter) and
active duty Navy Sailors stand ready to sell a great variety of personal items,
supplies and gifts in the DeLand Naval Air Station Ships Services Department
during WWII. What a great glimpse of the layout of the building inside and
the items for sale from uniforms, supplies, suitcases, golf clubs, baby gifts,
perfume and Elizabeth Arden handbags. Not a bad assignment!
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We thank Flora for sharing her memories and photographs that will now
be available for the public to view in our educational history displays.
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J. V. Hayes, longtime DNAS member who assisted the City of DeLand with the founding
activities of the DeLand Naval Air Station Museum in 1995, recently donated vintage
maps of the actual layout of the Naval Air Station in 1945. His timing was perfect with
the visit of Flora Finch who was able to view the maps and talk about the location of
various buildings and activities. The map was signed by Lt. Harry Brown who was
recently featured in a DeLandings Newsletter about his plane crash near Deland in
1943. The NAS layout maps are now on display in the museum for public view.
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Veteran Gene Storz
Worked on {B324 Alrcraft
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We appreciate the volunteer hours donated by student members of
the Riddle Redeemers Restoration Club from Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University. Under the direction of their President,
Matthew Robinson, they have a work plan to complete various
projects and maintenance tasks to benefit the DeLand Naval Air
Station Museum. Being mentored by our experienced Veterans and
Volunteers teaches them new skills and often assists them in
deciding the direction of their future career path.
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- The DNAS Museum hosts the Naval Sea Cadet Deland
' Excellence Squadron members as they continue a modified
. W' training schedule combining a virtual and in-person schedule
“EEEWS  while following COVID-19 guidelines.

Ensign Andrew Osteen coordinates the students’ training program. New
students age 10 through high school who are interested in joining the
DelLand Excellence Squadron can get more information about the program at
aosteen@delandseacadets.org, www.delandseacadets.org, Facebook or
Andrew Osteen (386) 675-5995. Sponsorships and volunteer staff needed.

Vqu5|a Sherlff‘ Deputy C|Iff W|II|ams Tralns NavaI Sea Cadets
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~ During a recent drill, the Naval Sea Cadets hosted a special guest.
- Volusia Sheriff Deputy Cliff Williams spoke at the DeLand Naval Air
Station Museum about his life leading up to the Sherriff's Office.
He was a Marine, jumped out of aircraft, worked for the
. Department of Corrections and then joined the Volusia Sherriff's
Office. He shared what it is like to be a deputy. His message for
the cadets was that life is all about choices, some are good and
some are bad but you make them and no one else. He told the
. cadets to focus on the good choices and to go the extra mile in

) school and in life. Work hard because nothing is given, it's earned.
He showed the new cruiser and all of the bells and whistles in it.
The training day was completed at the American Legion Adam
{ Quinn Post 6 with a STEM class about how to use a telescope, sky
Ul watching basics, and a SOCOM para commandos video because the
j cadets were inspired by Deputy Williams’ stories of jumping from



https://www.delandseacadets.org/
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When Baseball Went To War
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MINOR LEAGUE BASEBALL PLAYERS
KILLED OR MIA DURING
WORLD WAR II, KOREA, VIETNAM,
DESERT STORM, AFGHANISTAN.

DNASM Board Member Raquel Julich, New York Yankee Media
and owner of Raquel & Talents Foreign Radio, is conducting
research of the young men signed to Minor League Baseball
(MiLB) who did not realize their dream of being called up to the
Majors (MLB). Instead of playing for a team on baseball fields,
they lost their lives fighting for their country in battlefields.

Raquel is seeking local information and photos from family
members of a Veteran killed or MIA in WWII, Korea, Vietnam,
Desert Storm, Afghanistan or other conflict who interrupted a
minor league baseball career to serve in the military. She can be
contacted at foreignradio@icloud.com.

OUR MILITARY MEN AND WOMEN ARE NEVER FAR FROM OUR THOUGHTS.
WE REMEMBER THEM AND THEIR LOVED ONES THROUGHOUT THE YEAR, BUT
NEVER WITH MORE APPRECIATION FOR THEIR SACRIFICE THAN DURING
THE HOLIDAY SEASON WHEN DUTY SEPARATES THEM FROM FAMILY AND
FRIENDS. e S S— —
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Remembering Those Who Can't Go Home
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DNAS Nuseum Velunteers Gontinue Projects

The DNAS Museum is an all volunteer museum and we rely 100% on
Community Support. You can support the museum during the pandemic by
renewing your membership. Even if you can’t participate, please consider
becoming a supporting member, make a donation through our website
www.delandnavalairmuseum.org or mail a donation to DNAS Museum, 910
Biscayne Boulevard, DelLand, FL 32724. CONSIDER END OF YEAR TAX
DEDUCTION. Use AmazonSmile orders and choose DNASM for Cash Award.
=

R M W, o
[} J: RET Shanoraon ) k-
| F‘ i \
I B :l E: a l i {
ri \\'3 vl \‘ x e
' ‘ 0

=Tea: o“"

(T —_—

7 okati

e mmy )y

Thank You Vqunteers ForThe Manyi?
Hours You Donate To Our Community
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Gommunity SupportNeeded to Saue WWWII Tugy
Built on Lake Beresford imDetand Fl 1944

Dan Friend, President of the DelLand Historic Trust, Inc., is working on an
opportunity to return a 1944 WWII Tug Boat built in Volusia County from
Stockholm, Sweden back to DelLand for a public static educational display.
His quest to raise the funds for the project needs community support and
donations. Call Dan at (386) 943-9537 for more information or to
schedule a presentation to your group. Dan has a short window of time to
secure the tug and will greatly appreciate assistance to bring the US Army
tug ST 479 “Tiger” back.

Save Our Last WW2 Tug!
* A Special Fund For *
The West Volusia WW2 Memorial Project

We are asking for financial support from West Volusia to take advantage of an incredible
opportunity. John and Margareta Higgins, who have moved to London, will donate ST 479 “Tiger”,
our last known highly original Lake Beresford WW2 built tug, if we can pay to have it returned!
They will lose their berth in Stockholm, Sweden so the best time to act is right now. Our goal is $300,000
as we feel confident that is enough to return US Army ST 479 from Europe to Jacksonville and then
to West Volusia on the St. Johns...just as it went out! We will try to get it home for less, and
any overage then would go for other costs of the tug’s return or towards the needed site preparations or

other charitable purposes. Once at Jax we WILL get this tug, reputed to have served at Normandy,home!
Our Board of Directors will decide no later than Oct 15, 2021, to proceed with Phase One
or to stop the effort. If the project is halted all donations over $100
to the fund would then be returned to the donor.
Please mail checks $100 or over to: DHT, Inc.-Special Fund, 2232 Holly Lane,
DelLand, Florida, 32724
DelLand Historic Trust, Inc., is a section 501C3 tax exempt charitable
non-profit Florida corporation. Among other projects, we curate the military portions of the
DeLand Memorial Hospital and Veterans Museum in
cooperation with the City of DeLand Parks and Recreation Department.

Dan Friend, President danieljosephfriend@gmail.com 386 943-9537

A copy of the official registration and financial information of DHT, Inc., may be obtained °
from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll-free 800-435-7352 within the ;
State of Florida. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or
recommendation by the state.
CHECK OUT ALL THE LOCAL WW2 TUGBOAT HISTORY AT USARMYSTTUGS.COM
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The DeLand Naval Air Station Museum has a great selection of shirts, hats

'L and other patriotic items that make great gifts. Also available are our
patriotic lighted umbrellas, a variety of patriotic tote bags and patriotic
2-ply face masks. Call or email soon to purchase these great items.

| Air Station Museum
SHIRTS/HATS AVAILABLE

Stock Up Now For Your Holiday Gitts & Support The Museum
- >
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CTHANK YOU SPONSORS&COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Funded In Part By:
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dgamefeast.org

CHRIS STUBBS FAMILY
IN MEMORY OF WWII COMMANDER HARRY K. STUBBS
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BUILDING MATERIALS | ,/\rioky oF KENNETH S. TORBETT, WWIT DNAS LINE CHIEF

SANDRA TITCOMB & FAMILY IN MEMORY OF
ELLWOOD TITCOMB. 1ST DNAS MUSEUM PRESIDENT
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THOMAS C. RYAN NANCY K. WHEATON
HONORING WWII COMMANDER HONORING
THOMAS J. & MARY RYAN PAUL F.KEITH, USMC
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&&O LUSIA CO |I
(SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS AND @@MJMMNJIJW PARTNERS O

“rwv= |Mainstreet Deland Assocation  Vest

DELamd & mainstreetdeland.org V@lusm
SWETS | Old Ftonida, NEW V.

o | Viitwestvolusiacom

HAVEN HOSPICE |
heyourhaven.org Fred & Nancy Clark

daytonab ahama |
African Amerlcan Museum of the Arts

Athens Theatre - athensdeland.com

Atria Senior Living Orange City Lightner Museum St. Augustine

Barberville Pioneer Settlement Marineland St. Augustine

Bill Fraser Construction 386-717-1197 Marine Science Center Ponce Inlet
Butterfly World butterflyworld.com B #  Mystic Powerboats

Busch Gardens Tampa New York Yankees Media—Raquel Julish
Central Florida Metal Detecting Club Nails, Waxing & Microblading by Kim—(386)
Cobb Theatres—CMX 334-5923

Columbia Restaurant St. Augustine Orlando History Center

Crayola Experience Orlando PERSIMMON HOLLOW WOMAN’S CLUB
Cracker Barrel Old Country Store Ponce de Leon Inlet Lighthouse & Museum
Crankin A’s Model A Club San Sabastian Winery St. Augustine
Daytona Beach Area Visitors Bureau Search & Rescue of Central Florida

Daytona Beach Navy League Spruce Creek Scuba.com

DeLeon Springs State Park St. Augustine Lighthouse Museum

Fountain of Youth ECO Tours St. Augustine, Ponte Vedra & The Beaches
Diamond Productions Audio/Video Visitor & Convention Bureau
Dottie’s Florist—dottiesflorist.com TRYP by Wyndham Sebastian St. Augustine
Dr. Philips Center for Performing Arts—Orlando Troy White -Artist
Ed’s Crane Service (386) 532-0745 The Holy Land Experience—Orlando
Embry Riddle Riddle Redeemers & Delta Upsilon Unuversity High Student Volunteers
EPI Engineered Permits, Inc. (8386) 734-0830 Walt Disney World Orlando
Flonnda Aquartum—Tampa, FL. ‘White Diamond Car Care Products
Flonida Airboat & Rescue Team Wonderworks—Orlando
Flonda Electric Works
Great Tasting Tours DeLand Thank You Volunteers !!
Kennedy Space Center
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Please Support DNASM With End Of Year Donatmns

Deliand Naval Air Station Museum
‘ Dccupted by US. Navy 1942-1546
HAS BEENPIAGED ON THE
NATIONAL REGISTER DF HISTORIU PLACES
BY THE UNITED STATSS DRpARTMENTUY THE INTERIUR
*In Memory Of Those Who Served”

National & Local Register

delandnavalairmuseum.ord
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=Ry The DeLand Naval Air Station Museum, Inc,

A‘“—MEE icaServing DeLand, Volusia County and the State of Florida
Explore and Enjoy Our Heritage Blue St
veLco o Preserving Military & Local History Museur

A Preserve America
City *
g 910 Biscayne Boulevard
Deland, FL 32724
] Phone: 386-738-4149

www.delandnavalairmuseum.org
JOIN US ON FACEBOOK!

ThankYou

In Memory of ALL Who Served

DeLand Naval Air Station Museum, Inc. Effective August 1, 2021 the

museum public tours have been
suspended again due to the COVID
-19 surge in Volusia County/FLA.

Check website top ribbon and
facebook page for announcements.

JOIN TODAY OR DONATE
(DONATE WITH CREDIT CARD ON WEBSITE)

Museum Volunteeys!!

et <crand s b

View Past Newsletters on Website Under News/Events
Smnile Link hipsidlsmile.amazen.comich/o9-3221 1798

Yeour Purchase Gives Caslh Te Suppert Museum



